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Better School Opportunities for Macon

AND SURROUNDING COUNTRY.

To Parents in One-Teachers Districte Near Macen:
lyou to do is to make the Macon

I am directing this letter ta
you from two motives. First, be-
cause I believe the future growth
of our city school is dependent
larzely on the patronage of the
country people who live within a
reasonable distance of Macon.
Second, because I believe that
your school problem cannot be
solved apart from consolidation
with Macon. Especially is this
true for those of you who live in
tninly settled sections. It isin
the interest of your children and

. the children of Macon, then, that

I write this letter.

The one teacher school has
gerved its day in Mississippi.
The consolidation of rural schools
has gone on with marked growth
from year to year. This is said
in no disparagement of any teach-
er who is teaching in a one-
teacher school, for I know that
some of the best teachers in our
county taught this past year in
these schools. But these teach-
ers themselves will tell you how
they were handicapped and how
much better for your child it
would have been hai he been in
8 school where there are only
two sections to the teacher and
each teacher can becomea spe-
cialist and get the kind of equip-
ment needed for her particular
work. In this county we have
some of these consolidated schools
where several schoolsare brought
together and each teacher has no
more than two or three grades.
This works splendidiy where you
have the necessary population,
but you who live in the prairies
do not have the right kind of con-
ditions for this kind of consolida-
tion. If you brought the schools
within fifty square miles into one
distriet the chaneces are you would
not have enongh children to give
vou over one teacher, and where
consolidation brings only one
teacher it is clear that the only
benefit is a better building and
equipment and that the worst

. problem has mot been solved at

all.

Now, in the above paragraph
I have briefly stated your prob-
lem. Inthe following I wish to
state theschool problem that con-
fronts the Macon school.

This pastsession we enrolled only
about one hundred and seventy
white children from Macon. As
you know our population is large-
ly colored and therefore the
taxes fall heavily on a few, The
people in Macon have taxed
themselves generously for their
school. They have invested about
forty thonsand dollars in a school
plant, The school has now thor-
oughly modern equipment; desks,
boards, and furniture. It hasa
fifteen hundred-dollar sanitary
waterworks equipment, a six-
hundred-dollar library, a four
hundred-dollar home economics
equipment, a splendid hot air
heating system, and a modern
playground. But right at a time
when our city and county isin
the midst of the hardest ‘‘hard
times’’ our future growth and
our duty to the children who at-
tend this school demand that we
goonand make more improve-
ments. This past year we add-
ed the home economics depart-
ment and employed another
teacher, Next year we must add
typewriters to the high school
equipment and refurnish our lab-
oratory with scientific equipment
and we must make a beginning
in manual training work. Now

our population is not increasing. !

It is decreasing, moving to the
country rapidly, and so we areat
a loss to know how to meet these
modern demands for a broader
and richer course of study, the
lack of which will work a handi-
cap on the children whose educa-
tion weare responsible for, This
is our problem. )

I believe that the solution of
your problem and our problem is
the same. I believe that you
without us will never solve your
school problem and that we with-
out your assistance and co-opera-
tion can never solve ours. - For-
tunately the roads move-
ment and the development of
those industries that require you
to come to Macon more often
favor the sort of plan that must
he worked. As conditions are
now, I believe that the thing for

||school your school and on behalf
of the city officials, school trus-
td%es and our taxpayers [ invite|
you to do this. A great many of |
iyou have already done this, and
| while we realize that we have not
given you a perfect school we
feel that those of you who have
made our school vour school have
profited by it and we know we
have profited by you and -your
children. This past session we
enrolled about sixty pupils from
distriets outsice of Macon. Near-
ly every month a fourth of our
student body came from the coun-
try. Some of them came eight
or nine miles. All of those who
remained with us for tne whole
session made progress. We in-
vite all you to send your children
in next session.

Now, there are two plans which
can be worked to accomplish this
consolidation. One plan is to ex-
tend our school district, with vour
consent, totake you inand charge
you the same tax levy that we
make on ourselves. Our tax
levy is about five mills for school
purposes. If vou should consoli-
date with other country schools
you would have to pay this much
and more. This in the end is the
plan thatI believe will he worked.
It will be a saving to you and us.

One consolidated distriet in this
county taxes itself about nine
mills for sehool purposes, If we
should take in enough territory
we would hfve enotigh to make
the necessary progresz to give
our children the best advantage
and not raise the taxesabove five
mills, . I believe we could lower
them. I hope we can gel to-
gether and put this plan into op
eration some day.

However, econditions may nol

i8 another plan which we offi
you. It is the plan which we
have followed this vear with the
axception of a change in the pay-
ing for high schaol pupils. I
provision of law it is possible in
Mississippi for children of one
district to attend the school ot
another with the consent of the
trustees and the county superin-
tendent is authorized to pay inte
the treasury of the school they
attend the per capita cost of edu-
cating a child in the country, In
view of the fact that we felt we
could .accommodate a fewmore
children in each grade without
extra teachers we threw open our
doors to county pupils this year,
and made no charges forany of
the nine months provided a child
enrolled in our school at the first
of the session. Now this per cap-
ita amount was only a little over
twenty dollars, though the actual
cost of educating our children is
away above that, However, we
understood this when we made
the offer.

But, later the county superin-
tendent received instructions of
a decision that no tuition could
be paid for high school pupils.
This cut our revenue short by
about three hundred and fifty
dollars and we received no pay
whateyer from any source for
the county pupils above the
eighth grade. In view of the
fact that it costs us about sixty-
five or seventy dollars per capita
for those pupils above the eighth
grade you can seeour loss. Now
our plan for next year is to open
our doors to those county pupils
below high school. It will cost
you nothing to make our school

be ripe for thisstep yet and there |

Macon, Miss,, May 20, 1917.
Dear Mr. Editor—Please do me the
favor to publish my official and sponso-
riat staff for the coming reunion at
Washingtor, June 4 to 8
Col. Will White, West Point,
Adjt. Gen
Col. G. M. Robertson, Deerbrook,
Mies , Inspector Gen. o
Col. Frank White, 1st Mississippi
Cavalry, Judre Advocate GGeneral,
Col,  Walter Hubbard, Shuqualak,
Miss., Chief of Artillery.
Rev. J. E. Jones, Macon,
(Chaplain Genoral. :
Mai. Robert Gamble, Tupelo, Miss,,
Mai, and Chief of Osdinance
Col. T. S Wilkins, Brookaville, Miss.,
Chief of Commissary.
Dr. J. . Robert, Centerville, Miss.,
Surpeon Goneral,
Maj. Jack Russell, Cedar Bluff, Miss.,
Mai. and Ensign, . )
Maj. Sam Cunningham, Bigbee Val-
ley, Miss., Paymaster,
SPONSORIAL STAFF.
Misa Rosa Swan, Macon, Miss., spon-
s0r,
Miss Mattie
Miss., Herald,
MAIDS OF HONOR.
Miss Danelle Yates, Macon, Miss.

Miss,,

Miss.,

Poindexter, Ravine,

Miss Kathaleen Wyatt, Booneville,
Miss.

Misa Harline Brewer, Clarkadale,
Mix...

Miss Thelma Townes, Glendora, Miss,
Miss Chita Beasley, Tennessee,
MATRONS OF HONOR,

Mrs. V. C. Cavett, Tupelo, Miss,

Mra. Allie Swan, Macon, Miss.

Mrs. F. P. Gaines, A, & M. College,
Misas,

Mrs, G. G. Snow, A & M, College,
Missa.

Mrs. J. €. Cavett, Sunshine, Miss,

Mrs, Alva Parks, Brooksville, Miss,

Mrs. Will Shumaker, Hattiesburg,
Miss. ) )

Mrz. J, Q. Poindexter, Ravine, Miss.

Mrs, Saliv Williams Bunkley, Wash-
ington, D. C,

CHAPRRONES.

M. Clara Fulton, Washington, D. C.

Mrs, Frod Beall, Washington, D. €,

Genersl Wobb hus duggested that as

most of the Viterans are too u!d to as-
siat much in the reunion I sppoint some

f the Sons of Veterans, Aide de Camp |

with rank of ecaptain to aidin caring |
for the Veterana and Maids and Mat-
vang of Honor.  [naccordance with the
above [ nave appointed the following
honored Sans of Veterans to serve on
Limand ehes 41 he obeyed and
remectod accordingly
Lo, dobn Shurp Willinms, Miss,
Hor. B. G, Humphreys, Greenwood,
Mies
Han,

n. Wobbh Voaable, Meridian, Migs,

Hox.

fon
n

Pat Harriaon, Biloxi, Miss.
E. Capdler, Corinth, Miss,
Puint,

In

“.‘
Mise,

{lan. J. Q. Poindexter, Ravine, Miss

Capt. Frank P. Guines, A. & M, Col-
lege, Miss

Cant, Calvin Sargent, Macon, Miss,

Capt. T. W, Crigler, Macon, Miss,

Capt. & F. Cockrell, Macon, Misy.

Capt. Party Wilking, Brookaville,

We have two Grand Army Veterans
in our county, Captain Gueler and Dr,
Phompson end [ appointed them both
as honorary members of my stafl and I
wunt them to march down Pennsylva-
nin Avenue carsying a Confederate flag
with ore of them on cach side carrying
‘Oul Glory'' showing the world that
the blug and the gray are standing to-
geihor in everything that tends to the
we.lare ol our common country.

Yours truly,
E. D. CAVETT,

Brig.-Gen. Com. lat Brig. Miss. Div. |

U.C Va

, Tom Kimbrough, West

Macon, Miss,, May 28, 1917,
Editor—=When 1 wrote and asked
Hon. B. G. Humphreys if he would
honor me by serving as Aide de Camp

on my stafl to help care for the Spon- |
sers and Maids and Old Vets I received |
the following characteristic reply go |
jou see “'Our Ben'' is equal to any oc-
casion:

“Your letter of May 16th, received,
and it was certainly a happy thought
thut suggested me as the proper escort
for the maids and sponsors. Being only
fifty-two years young, 1 feel tharough-
Iy qualified to act in that capacity and,
therefore, sccept with great pleasute
the appointment to a place on your
stall,

Hoping to see you on that happy oc-
easion and with best wishes.”

I also requested Miss Margaret Wil-
gon to do my brigade the honor of serv-
ing as Maid of Honor on this oceasion

your school for your children be-
low the high school. For the

the eighth grade, we are going to
make a charge of three dollars
fifty cents per month for the nine
months, or thirty-one dollars and |
fifty cents for the session. This
. |
is about half, or less than half of |
what it costs us. These parents
who live outside of Macon but pay |
taxes on city property will be
given credit on their children’s
high school tuition for all they
pay into the school fund.

We invite every one-teacheri
{district within eight or nine miles
|to consolidate with us by this
plan thisz next session: Now, w
\want to decide at once so we ca)
thave an aceurate idea of what we
imust raise by taxation on ciiy

property. Uur budget must oel

, lems of our school and ef your
y | €l ational

made up. Then, ton, you must|

high school pupils, those above |decide for you will have to select | . 40 iurters in Columbus.

a teacher for next year if you
are to keep your present one-
teacher school. In deciding re-|
member that the plan we offel
makes you share eyery advan-
tare our school offers,. We want
it to be vour school too.

If you favor the plan and
should like to accept it please
write me at once. Give me the
names of your children, their age

\and grade that I may plan to clas- |

sify them for next session. |
hope to hear favorably from you
as 1 believe that the future prob-
advantages can bhe
worked out in this way and by
noother plan. Yours,

J. L. McMiLux, |

Lyceum, Saturday, June

Music and speaking.

unit.

strangers,

PATRIOTIC RALLY!}|

FOR NOXUBEE COUNTY

Last day
to volunteer for greatest war.
Give Noxubee one volunteer

You must go! Why not go with
friends and not be sent with

2d, 2 p.m.
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ard I .ovvived the following night mes-
pare from her the other day. Tam
vory sorry indeed that we could rot

Auto Accident,

A near-serious auto aceident ocenrred
ve this charming lady o our purade Thursday  morning aboul 8 o'elock
1 that day when the Ford oir, driven by Ethridge,
“Please pardon me for nob answering | the 14-your old son of Mr. J. A Alsup,
ur letter before now. !'r};’b“:' over turned in a ditch one  mile east of

' .r:f:;t;ilyn|t§12}:lcin ];:ll::l;:zu:.trxr L'l'hl. trvie | Macon on the Cookaville old road, 'Illlll'
tion, My interest in th Bed Crooa | doiver loat eontrol of the car and ran il
fnands my  attention  awiay  EPOM G0 g gmall bridge, throwing out the oe-
\Washington during !I... Reunion, "’ spinta. Ethreidge and hi young sister,
Yours ﬁ‘_'i-v' [ dne, The former was  considerably

E. D. lM'llTT.. | hruised and & cut on his leg caused by

?';ig.-(‘}f‘n.‘ Com. Ist Brig., Miss, Div, the jagged edges of the broken wind-
U. C. Vs, = [shield, about six inches long, that re-

{Incle Charley Her'm:'uh Goes to auired several stitches to close.  Edoa

; aped with several bruises. The car
inglon. :
to Washing | was considerably damagud,

—_— f

Notice! Telephone Subscribers.

On and after June 1st, 1017, subserib-
era on the following lines will be
chargred ut the rate of §2.50 for service:

Paulette line.

Fairfield line,

Shart Memphis line,

Among Lhose who will leave tomorow
e Washington will be Uncle Churley
inrich, who will take advantaje of |
{o rates to visit several nieces and
phews in that city and in Baltimore, |
'he Just time he was in Washington
cus at the inauguration of l'r--niv:--ntl
( 'oveland, when he sold out his Mnrl-‘ Taylor line
y v intention ’
T T s a——
lic remained only a few months and re- | notify Mr‘. W. i ““}'r‘“’h’i"-- m:""m' r
turned to Macon, It will be r”n__m_pf the Comuerland Telephone Co., at
i : Manor,
bored that Mr, Heinrich lost the first
joint of a thumb while firing a salute
in honor of Cleveland's election, When| Furniture Repaired and Packed at
he came to Macon he was a republican Shelton's Cash Store.

PavLerte TeLernong Co.

’Ae Sure to Rel_isl;r Tludu_. II;G_ Sl-h

REGISTRARS FOR COUNTY. ;

Deerhrook ~J. M. Robertson, W. D,
Bell,

Clifronville = U, W, Mullins, 1. L, PPat-
ty, W. 5. Mullins.

Prairie Point - W, A, Cheatham, W,
V. Stewart, (i, S, Dinsmore.

Center Point 1. L. Ormsby, W, E.
| Skinner, W, K. Bush.

Cooksville—J. R. Sparkman, W. T.
Britten.

Paulette—J1. B. Robbins, T, E, Wilker-
s,

Macon (2. M, Scales, Chas. Strong,
A. E. Mohley, Jas. G Chandler,

Shuqualak - 1. §. Steele, W. D. Mosley,
G, C, Clopton,

Sumerville -K, F.
Whittle.

Hoshugua—=T. H. Hurst, H. W. Jer-
nagin,
| Mastulayille—Chas. St. John, 8. 1.
l“ummm:k. N. A, Watkins.

lyn Creek—D. L. Archer, D. B.
Cade, J. K. Triplett.

Fairview—J, O, Cook, T. J, Wilkins,
Ir., 1. L. Carpenter,

Hrooksyille-<J. N. McMorris, Jno, W.
Wilkins, V. B. Bell.

Watkins, J. 1.

- —

To the Pablic.

I am better Eru;mrml than ever to
do good and quick work, [f you necd
a good well with full nupgly of water,
write me. R, C. STONE,

Macon, Miss,

in politics, but he has been a staunch |

et o e v GTOP WASTING GASOLINE.

American Red Cross.

- ' 25 to 50 per cent. my
The Director of the Gulf Division of
tho American Red Cross senl a com-

guara

ire mileage per gallon
ntecd

mittee to Columbus, Miss., recently
with authority to ect as a preliminacy
organization to consider the eatablish.

ment of a permanent chapter of the
Iled Cross,

The possible territory of the chapter
is to include Clay, Monroe, I.H“‘l:-fl'.‘i,‘
Nuoxubee and Oktibbeha counties, with

A meeting has been called for Mon-

tlay, June 4th, 1017, 2 p. m., ia theeity |
hall, {Columbus, Miss, The commitlee
wishes all persons interedted in th d

Crong work to be present, and a full
meeting is desired to consider how we
may co-operate with esch other, nid
with the division and natiosal besd-|
(aarters to jdo out share in supporting |
the great work for humanity.,

A SURE CURE |

A sure cure lare your tire troubles s}
ta install National Rubber Filler in your |
tires. Rides as easy os air, ehiminatos
punctures and blowouts, and doubles the
w ileage of your tives. Cull on the u

yned for the prool.

P. B. HUNTER, Ag
1 E. CHANCELLOR, Ass't.

Mucou, Miss-

put on

car. If not satisfactory

will take off and return money.

| W. M.

CAVET T, Macon, Miss.
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